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Sundarasena sets out across the seas to meet 
his future bride, princess Mandaravati of 
Hamsadvipa. Mandaravati, impatient to be near 
her future husband, also sets out from 
Hamsadvipa. Many adventures follow, keeping 
the reader in delightful suspense. 


Sundarasena reads like any action-packed 
-thriller of today, but is in fact a tale that held a 
royal household spellbound nine centuries ago. 
It is part of thea famous Kathasaritsagara, 
written in the 11th century by Somadeva, the 
court poet of Kashmir. 
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SUNOARASENA, SON OF KING MMAHASENA OF NISHADA, WAS THE PRIDE 
AND JOY -OF 41S PARENTS, FOR HE WAS BLESSED IN ABUNDANCE WITH 
ALL THE PRINCELY VIRTUES. 
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| THE TIME HAD COME FOR SUNDARASENA TO TAKE A BRIDE. 


fe 


| WONDER 
WHY THE 
PRINCE IS STILL 
UNMARRIED. 


NATURE HAS 
MARKED. .HIM OUT AS 
HER SPECIAL FAVOURITE. 
IT WILL BE HARD TO 
FINDA GIRL 
WORTHY OF HIM. 


THE OLD WOMAN FELT 
SLIGHTED 


ONE MORN/NG, ON HIS WAY TO A HUNT, 
A FEMALE ASCETIC HAILED HIM— 


> 
ee) a 
{ 


Ma VICTORY,TO THEE! 


fa 


IF YOU WERE 
MARRIED TO 
MANDARAVATI, YOU 
WOULD NOT HEAR 

LORD SHIVA HIMSELF! 


THE WORDS FELL ON DEAF EARS,FOR SUNDARASENA 
WAS BUSY TALKING TO HIS COMPANIONS, 


THE PRINCE WAS AMUSED. 
HE WAS ALSO CURIOUS. 


1 AM SORRY, MOTHER, 
YOU MUST TELL 

ME ALL ABOUT 
MANDARAVATI. 

BUT FIRST, | MUST 
FINISH MY HUNT. 


NOW, MOTHER,TELL 
ME EVERYTHING, 


ON HIS RETURN, SUNDARASENA SUMMONED HER TO HIS PRESENCE. 


SUNDARASENA 


THE PRINCE TURNED TO ONE OF 
HIS COMPANIONS. 


SEE THAT SHE JS 
FED AND ENTERTAINED. 
| WILL BE BACK 
SHORTLY. 


a | 


| WANDER THE EARTH 
IN SEARCH OF SHRINES 
AND HOLY SPOTS.THUS 

IT WAS THAT I CAME 
TO HAMSADVIPA... 


LTA TP URAINGS NTs 


THE OLD WOMAN RUMMAGED 


... AND THEN | SAW 
MANDARAVATI. SHE IN HER BAG. 
THIS OLD RIVALS THE MOON 
one ey pcnece, oeee ea 
GOING TO TAKE AND GRACE. ) lp ore aes 


ALL DAY ! 


THE PRINCE WALKED TO THE WINDOW 
WITH THE PORTRAIT. 


SHE IS 

PERFECT 
IN EVERY 
FEATURE! 


| eae ——— S Wwe i 4 \ 
OuUS OF AUIS SURROUNDINGS, HIS EYES 


THE MINISTERS EXCHANGED GLANCES. 
ee = hae BETTER TEST 
iy 3 ; THE OLD 


HE HAS a WOMAN'S 
FALLEN IN \ a d @i ABILITY TO 
LOVE WITH , 4 DRAW. 


HER ALREADY. 
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HERE yOu SEE OUR 
PRINCE.DRAW USA 
PICTURE OF HIM. 


TO TEST MY 
SKILL IN DRAWING! 


(Ke ay 
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THE OLD WOMAN WENT HER WAY, 
BUT SUNOARASENA COULD NOT 
STOP THINKING OF MANOARAVATI, 


L 


| CANNOT OO00C000.6 < 
TAKE MY EYES free (oe. ee | 
OFF THIS ae ee 


PORTRAIT! 


6 ae = rn Aden bs) RATTAN 
KNOW OF THEIR SON'S STATE OF | | AAMSADVIPA AND THE MATTER 
MIND, AND THE REASONS FOR IT, | | FULLY EXPLAINED. KING 

Se MANOARADEVA, HIS QUEEN ANO 
_MANDARAVATI WERE MORE THAN 


WHAT you PLEASED AT THE IDEA. 
DESIRE CAN FATE : —, 
WASTE NO 
BE EASILY TIME. | WANT 
ARRANGED. 


WILL THE \ 
PRINCE COME 


WE SEND OUR 
DAUGHTER ? 


: SPARE NO 
THE WEDDING EXPENSE. ALAKA 
SHOULD TAKE | WILL LONG 

PLACE THREE 
MONTHS FROM 


HER FUTURE HUSBAND. 


im 


= 


| CANNOT BEAR 1 
, $TO WAIT FOR THREE 


Sal 
le] MONTHS. 
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AND WITH A SUITABLE 
ESCORT, MANOARAVATI SET 
OUT FOR ALAKA., 


THE QUEEN WAS WORRIED. 


! THINK 
WE SHOULD 
SEND HER TO 
ALAKA WHERE 
SHE WILL SEE 

HIM FROM 

TIME TO 

TIME. 


le 
£ 


— 


SHIP CANNOT 
HOLD OUT 
MUCH LONGER. 
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THE STORM BROKE, DESTROYING THE 
SHIP AND KILLING MANDOARAVATI'S 
ESCORT. 


HA 
A HUGE WAVE WASHED HER 


1 WILL SOON 
BE A PREY TO 
WILD BEASTS! 


|\ JUST THEN A HERMIT ANDO HIS DAUGHTER HAPPENED TO PA SS BY. 
L-——— 2 


WHO ARE YOU? | 
WHY DO you © 
™ WEEP ? 


ac 


| ; 
apes 

| (6000 sik. ~ 
| AM RUINED} 


“(me 


Lbine A ‘ Rb x p Soha 
; 2 & SOBBING, SHE TOLD HIM THE STORY OF HERLIFE. 
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BUT WILL SOON BE begge 
UNITED WITH YOUR 8 
HUSBAND. jae well 

. LS ye 


\ Qa YOU ARE 


Sl KIND TO OFFER 
be ANY ME A HOME. 4 SS 


IN ALAKA, SUNOARASENA WAS ALSO GETTING (MPATIENT. KING 


MAHASENA ARRANGED FOR HIS JOURNEY TO HAMSADVIPA. 


BS _/ BREAK JOURNEY AT 
THE COASTAL TOWN 
OF SASANKAPURA. 
THERE, EMBARK FOR - 


HAMSADVIPA. Oi 


THANK YOu, 
FATHER. 


THE NEXT MORNING, SUNOARASENA SAILED FOR HAMSADVIPA WITH | 
HIS MINISTERS AND FOLLOWERS. 
~) 
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| HAVE NEVER 
THE SEA 1S = SEEN SUCH FURY OF 
THREATENING YY RP : THE ELEMENTS. 
TO SWALLOW ae 
us} 


\ RUN TO THE 
\ 


STONES DOWN WX OTHER SIDE WITH 

ON Ald MORE STONES. 

NEED TO _ Pape: UICK, OR WE WILL 
THIS SIDE ke — e GO UNDER! 


WE CANNOT 
STAND BY WHILE 
OUR PRINCE 
DIES! 


SUNDARASENA 


TAKE THIS GOLD} 
THESE PEARLS, 
BUT SAVE OUR 


THIS [{S 
RETRIBUTION FOR 
MY PAST SINS. 

YOU ARE 
SUFFERING 
BECAUSE OF ME. 
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THEY WERE ALL CARRIEO AWAY IN DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS BY THE 
CHUR NING SEA. SUDDENLY THERE WAS A LULL. SUNDARASENA 
| AND ONE OF HIS FRIENOS FLOATED ONA CALM SEA. THEN— 


| caeememnmeer 
THERE GOES A SHIP. 
LET US SWIM TO IT. 


THE SHIP HAD NO CREW ANO NO PASSENGERS. 


IT MUST HAVE \ 
| BEEN BROUGHT 
HERE SY THE 
\ FORCE OF JHE 
STORM, 


SUNDARASENA 


THEY DRIFTED AIMLESSLY. 


LAND IN 
SIGHT, 
SUNDARASENA! / = 


Bee” TAKE HEART, \\ 
MY PRINCE. WE MIGHT AS 
WE WILL SOON WELL GO INLAND 
STRIKE LAND, AND EXPLORE. 
i 


AS THEY PENETRATED (NLAND, THEY CAME ACROSS TWO HERMITS. 
ON HEARING _OF THEIR MISADVENTURE- 


1 HAVE LOST 
ALL INTEREST 
IN LIFE. 


| 


—— 
4 ee | [7 THROW OFF 
ONLY RIGHT —“<&@ f {THIS MEANINGLESS 
Y THINKING AND RIGHT DESPAIR AND 
LIVING CAN ALTER THE |ae4if et) \COME WITH US, 
COURSE OF EVENTS: c —E 
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| AVD SO THEY STAYED IN THE 
| HERMITAGE. ONE DAY— 


SHE 1S CERTAINLY 
NO RUSTIC BEAUTY. 
HER LOOKS AND 
MANNER SPEAK 
OF CITIES ANO 
PALACES. 


2 eee: 


THAT MAIDEN, 
CAN IT BE... 
1 CAN'T BELIEVE 
WY EYES. 


ee oy 


wn 


7 " | 
[WHILE THEY STOOD z xe | : 
LE THEY STOOD WATCHING HELP! HELP Ne AN i 
A CROCODILE. f \ 


oo 
$$ rn 


“| — 


OQ SAVE. OUR 
|SWEET COMPANION! 
WE ARE HELPLESS. 


| 
ic 


VUNUANASCNA 


SUNDARASENA DIVED IN AND~ \ 
—~ 
—~ 


HOW PALE 
SHE LOOKS! 


je) 
[@) 
°O 


FN ee? WERE 


THE GIRLS CLUSTERED AROUND, TRYING TO REVIVE HER.AS SHE CAME TO- 


ae 7G 

”\ THAT YOUNG MAN 5 
—S £, LOOKS STRANGELY 
LIKE SUNOARASENA! 


| THE GIRLS WENT UP TO SUNDARASENA TO THANK H/M. 
HE SEIZED THE OPPORTUNITY AND 


y s ( 
has ) 
~ ie, 


= 


SHE IS PRINCESS \\ 
MANDARAVATI. \ 

SHE WAS ON HER woe oe 

| c We N_ToAtaka. 7 2d a co ae 

THEY TOLD HIM THE STORY OF THE SA/PWRECK AND ALL 

| THAT FOLLOWED, AND WENT THEIR WAY. 
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THE PRINCE COULD NOT CONTAIN HIS JOY. THEY WENT TO 
MATANGA'S HERMITAGE. 


ea 
ee 
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Sy 


REVERED SIR, 1™ 
AM SUNDARASENA, 
| WAS 


| 


| SOON, W/TH MATANGA'S. BLESSING, THEY DECIDED TO LEAVE 


FOR ALAKA. 


iP SHIPS FREQUENTLY - 
RE PASS THIS WAY. YOU CAN 
GET ON TO ONE OF 


MINE 


ee, we Re 
= oc 
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THEY DID NOT HAVE TO WAIT LONG. A SHIP SOON CAME BY. 


| MUST HAVE HER! 
THIS HANDSOME FOOL 
DOESN'T SUSPECT 


WE SEEK A 
PASSAGE TO 
ALAKA. WILL 

YOU TAKE US ? 


LET THE LADY 
COME ABOARD 


a i el SSSA SS RY ‘ 
BEFORE SUNDARASENA COULD FOLLOW — : 
iat STEER AWAY ! 1 HAVE 
or dy GOT THE PASSENGER 
eS Ne 1 WANTED. 


AH ! SUNDARASENA 
| HAVE LOST YOU 
AGAIN! 
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GRIEF SWEPT OVER Aim L1KE A RAGING SEA. HIS FRIEND TRIED TO 
CONSOLE H/M, 


YOU MUST NOTN SS “WF 
GIVE IN TO THIS | YA 


Si & 


' 

NS 
) ait 
_~ 


) 


) 
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BUT SUNDARASENA WAS INCONSOLABLE. MANDARAVATI, ALL THAT | SEE. 
i - L—_ WE (REMINDS ME OF YOU. THE BLOWN 


LOTUSES ON THE LAKE ARE 


a YOUR GLANCES; 
fs \ » 


BIRD-SONG 1S YOUR 
VOICE, SWEET 


| THEIR TROUBLES WERE NOT OVER. VINDHAYAKE TU, KING OF THE PULINOAS* 
| WAS PREPARING FOR A HUMAN SACRIFICE TO OURGA, HIs Beclh s 2 Bs LAY 
| (VV WAIT FOR VICTIM y 

A ndhbdie F THERE GO 


TWO MEN. WE 
RY MUST CATCH 


: \ a 
r £ 


~ 4 i 
Si be 
<Q A 


A BANDO/T TRIBE 


: - SUNDARASENA —__ 19 
SUNDARASENA SENSED THE ATTACK. 


enn 


+eAND SWUNG ROUND JUST IN TIME - 


YOU WILLNOT\, 
ESCAPE ALIVE, } 
YOU WRETCH! 


a 


— = ——————— + 


WHEN VINDHYAKETU HEARD OF THIS — 


WE NEED 
MORE VICTIMS FOR 
¢ THE SACRIFICE. THESE 
TWO SEEM VERY 
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[ SUNDARASENA AND HIS FRIEND | 
WERE OVERCOME BY THE BANDITS. 


| OW THE DAY OF THE SACRIFICE, 
SUNDARASENA WAS TAKEN TO THE 
TEMPLE OF DURGA. 


7 PROTECT ME FROM 
EVIL, YOU WHO 
ARE MY ONLY 


THEY WERE TAKEN TOA FR/SON 
ROOM FULL OF CAPTIVES. THERE, 
THEY SPOTTED TWO OF THEIR 

COMPAN/ONS. 


/T WAS A SAD REUNION, FOR 
THEY WERE WAITING TO OIE. 


=~ SIN MPN PLO EINES => 


AS HE FINISHED PRAYING, VINDHYAKETU ARRIVED TO WORSHIP 


AT THE SHRINE. 
& aT owyy,tHisis 4] 


VINDHYAKETU WHO ‘yam 
( usep To seek 1 
FATHER'S FAVOUR! BUT S¥ 
PRIDE PREVENTS ME....J 


vi 


Be 


THE BANDIT KING WENT UP TO HIM. 
F( WHO ARE you, 0 ee 
YOUNG MAN? 


| ae onl 


WHAT DOES 
ep )\V IT MATTER WHO 
ty | AM? PLEASE 
GO AHEAD AND 
SACRIFICE ME. 


THE SOUND OF” 
SUNDARASENA'S VOICE — 
CLEARED ALL HIS DOUBTS. 


FATHER'S 
KINONESS 
THUS! 
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| FORGIVE YOU ON™ 
ONE CONDITION~YOU | 
MUST RELEASE ALL. 
YOUR VICTIMS. 


«ts! 


TELL ME-WHAT 
BROUGHT 
YOU HERE ? 


| SET OUT 
FROM ALAKA MANY) 213 
DAYS AGO... ~SS 


V/NDHYAKETU SAT SPELL-BOUND, LISTENING TO THE STORY OF H/S 
ADVENTURES. 
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| ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AF TER — 


WE HAVE SEIZED A 
WEALTHY MERCHANT. 
WITH HIMISA 


DESTINY HAS 
DELIVERED YOU FROM 
DEATH TWICE. 
1 AM SURE SHE WILL SOON 
BRING YOU 
TO MANDARAVAT( 
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THEY HAD GUESSED RIGHT-BEFORE THEM STOOD MANDARAVAT/ 
AND THE MERCHANT. SUNDARASENA GATHERED HER INTO HIS ARMS. 


MY QUEEN, HOW 
WAN YOU LOOK! YOU 
CAN BARELY 


VINOHYAKETU TURNED TO THE 
MERCHANT, H/S VOICE WAS STERN, 
H/S EXPRESSION FORBIDDING. 


MY TALE OF WOE 
CAN WAIT. | AM 
SO HAPPY TO BE 
hb WITH YOu. 


t WAS 
Aa HAVE BLINDED BY 

| LOT OF THIS LADY’ 

| EXPLAINING S 


TO DO; BEAUTY.... 


= 
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SUNDARASENA 
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--- BUT HER VIRTUE WAS HER 
PROTECTION. ! COULD NO MORE 
TOUCH HER THAN JF SHE WERE 
A FLAME OF FIRE. 


YOUR CRIME 
WAS DREADFUL, 
YOUR 
PUNISHMENT 

MUST BE 
| SEVERE. 


THERE 1S ONLY 
ONE PUNISHMENT FOR 
BLACKGUARDS LIKE HIM. 
OFF WITH HIS HEAD! 


NOTHING TO 
SAY FOR 
MYSELF, 
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| SUNOARASENA /NTERVENED ~ SPARE HIS LIFE, BUT 
TAKE AWAY HIS 
)) WEALTH. THAT MIGHT 


a 


Wali 


an | 


LAY OUT 
/ THINGS FOR HER 
} & GIVE HER 


FRESH CLOTHES 2 


AND JEWELS. / , 
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SUNDARASENA TOO WAS TAKEN TO. _VINDHYAKETU'S PRIVATE APARTMENTS: 


bh AG 


4 y / wor 


CHOCO 


BRING HIM 
CLOTHES AND 
ORNAMENTS FIT 
FOR A KING. 


cioeoe =| S 
| SUNDARASENA WAS NEXT LED TO A GREAT HALL. 


ASCEND THE 
THRONE, WE WILL 
HONOUR YOU WIT 
OUR HOMAGE AND 

HOSPITALITY. 
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AND THEN THE PEOPLE CAME TO SUNDARASE 


NA,BEARING COSTLY GIFTS. 


MUSK TO 
PERFUME YouR 
WEDDING 
CHAMBER. 


PEARLS TO 

DECK YOU 

AND YOUR 
BRIDE. 


YOU HAVE MORE THAN 
MADE UP FOR THE PAIN YOU HAVE 
)\ CAUSED ME.AND NOW,! MUST 
GO TO ALAKA. 
— 


J MESSAGE TO 
YOUR FATHER 
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MEANWHILE, /N ALAKA— ee 


OUR SON IS 
DEAD,AND SO IS 
MANDARAVATI. 
LET THE FLAMES 


THERE WAS LOUD LAMENTATION AS THE KING AND QUEEN 
WALKED TOWAROS THE FIRE. 


~d SS eee © NOBLE 
— > | KING! 


| T. a 


f i 
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| MAHASENA STOPPED AS HESAWA | |THE PEOPLE RAISED A | 
MESSENGER RUNNING TOWAROS THEM| | GREAT SHOUT OF JOY. 


GREAT KING, ! BRING | 44 


GLAD TIDINGS. YOUR 
SON LIVES, AND SO 
DOES MANDARAVATI. 


WHERE IS 
OUR PRINCE ? 


1 MUST RIDE 
OUT TO MEET 


1 MUST 
PREPARE 
MANDARAVATI'S 


SUNDARASENA 


ge L i \ 
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| | SUNDARASENA THEN RODE THROUGH THE STREETS OF ALAKA. 
THE WOMEN LOOKED ON /W WONDER AND THE MEN CHEERED. 


WTS 
ae 


Dia = I — 
gi \ > 


WHO IS MORE Wai} 
SPLENDID~THE Wes 
PRINCE OR THE 

PRINCESS ? 


| 7HE NEXT DAY, AS THE FATES 

| HAD ORDAINED AND THE 
ASTROLOGERS FORETOLD, 
SUNDARASENA RECEIVED THE 
HANO OF MANDARAVATI IN 
MARRIAGE. 


| \ AS 
Si \ A ies — 


ar - 
; 
V / 


CF -Eaa \ Z TB ive, 


[MUSIC FILLED THE AIR... 


Demme 


a z¢ 
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THE ROYAL WEDDING WAS 

| “OLLOWED BY A CORONATION, 
SUNDARASENA WAS CROWNED | 
KING OF NISHADA. 


MPS OF ALAKA TURNED NIGHT INTO DAY. 


eo 
, 


HERE’S HOW MY 
DADDY LOOKS... 


gx =n WHEN 
oye 


. Be WHEN “f oe WHEN I 
@ @ ) I BREAK A FRIGHTEN 


WINDOW ) HIM WITH 
PANE.. ra A MASK 
| / OVER 
pe MY FACE... 


SUCH FUN! TRY PAINTING YOUR DADDY- 
AND ANYTHING ELSE YOU LIKE 
WITH CAMEL WATER COLOURS. 
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